COUNCIL AGENDA: 5/19/15
ITEM: 4.7

SAN JOSE Memorandum

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR FROM: Historic Landmarks
AND CITY COUNCIL Commission
SUBJECT: SEE BELOW DATE: May 13, 2015

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 6

SUBJECT: HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION NOMINATION OF THE LOS
GATOS CREEK TRESTLE AS A LANDMARK OF SPECIAL
HISTORICAL, ARCHITECTURAL, CULTURAL, AESTHETIC OR
ENGINEERING INTEREST OR VALUE OF A HISTORIC NATURE
(HL15-216)

REASON FOR ADDENDUM

The Three Creeks Trail Pedestrian Bridge Project, which includes demolition of the trestle, is
scheduled to be heard before the City Council on May 19, 2015. Should the Council vote to
designate the trestle as historic landmark, the trestle would be considered a historic resource
pursuant to CEQA. A determination of whether to treat the trestle as a historic resource must be
made prior to certification of the EIR and consideration of the Three Creeks Trail Pedestrian
Bridge Project.

RECOMMENDATION

The Historic Landmarks Commission voted 6-0-1 (Schultz absent) to recommend that the
City Council adopt a resolution to designate the Los Gatos Creek Trestle as a landmark of
special historical, architectural, cultural, aesthetic or engineering interest or value of a
historic nature.

OUTCOME

Designation of the Los Gatos Creek Trestle as a City Landmark would establish the trestle as
a historical resource for the purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
Designation of the trestle as a City Historic Landmark Structure would require the issuance
of Historic Preservation (HP) permits for exterior changes to the structure, including
demolition. Should the City Council designate the Trestle as a City Landmark, the Council
would need to defer consideration of the Draft Environment Impact Report for the Three
Creeks Trail Pedestrian Bridge Project under the May 19, 2015 City Council Meeting agenda
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item. Revisions would be required to the Draft EIR to address potential impacts to the
historic resource. Any modifications to the trestle would be analyzed for conformance with
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties to avoid a
significant impact for purposes of CEQA.

BACKGROUND

The City and its consultant CH2M Hill prepared an EIR for the Three Creeks Pedestrian Bridge
project, which involves demolition of the trestle. The EIR is available on the City’s website at:
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?N1D=2434 . The Draft EIR was circulated for Public
Comment from January 28, 2015 through March 13, 2015. The EIR contains a historic analysis
of the trestle bridge by Stephen Mikesell, an Architectural Historian specializing in bridges and
trestles. The Historic analysis and the EIR concluded that the trestle did not qualify for listing in
either the California Register of Historic Resources or the National Register of Historic Places,
and that the trestle did not appear meet the criteria for City’s Landmark designation. The EIR
recognizes that the City Council is the decision-making authority in the City’s Landmark
process.

The Historic Landmarks Commission (Commission) commented on the Draft EIR at their
March 1, 2015 hearing. The Commission submitted a comment letter to the City during the
Draft EIR comment period that stated that the Commission believes that the historical
evaluation contained in the Draft EIR is inadequate and disagrees with its findings. The
Commission requested that the Director of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement bring the
Trestle back to the Commission for consideration to nominate the Trestle as a City Landmark or
other designation of local significance prior to final action on the Draft EIR.

Pursuant to the Historic Preservation Ordinance (Municipal Code Chapter 13.48), the
Commission and City Council may consider, among other relevant factors, eight criteria in
making the findings that a proposed landmark has special historical, architectural, cultural,
aesthetic, or engineering interest or value of an historical nature. The factors are listed below.

1. Its character, interest or value as part of the local, regional, state or national history, heritage or
culture;

2. lts location as a site of a significant historic event;

3. lIts identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the local, regional,
state or national culture and history;

4. Its exemplification of the cultural, economic, social or historic heritage of the city of San José;

5. Its portrayal of the environment of a group of people in an era of history characterized by a
distinctive architectural style;
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6. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen;

7. lIts identification as the work of an architect or master builder whose individual work has
influenced the development of the city of San José;

8. Its embodiment of elements of architectural or engineering design, detail, materials or
craftsmanship which represents a significant architectural innovation or which is unique.

ANALYSIS

On May 6, 2015, the Historic Landmarks Commission held a public hearing to consider
nomination of the Los Gatos Creek Trestle as a City Landmark. Staff from the Department
of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services and the Department of Public Works
provided a presentation to the Commission regarding the Three Creeks Trail project, the
condition of the Trestle, and the cost and maintenance implications of preservation of the
Trestle. Planning Staff recommended that the Historic Landmarks Commission decline to
nominate the Trestle as a City Landmark. Staff indicated that based on the historic analysis
contained in the Three Creeks Pedestrian Bridge Project EIR, the Trestle did not appear to
meet the qualifications for designation as a City Landmark for the reasons further described
in the attached staff report to the Historic Landmarks Commission.

Many members of the public spoke in support of the proposed City Landmark designation. They
spoke to the connection between the Trestle and the Santa Clara Valley fruit industry. They
spoke to the rarity of this type of Trestle in San José and noted the Trestle provides a visual
connection to San José’s past that a new bridge would not. A few members of the public spoke
in opposition of the Landmark designation, indicating that 40% of comments on the Three
Creeks Trail Draft EIR were in support of replacing the Trestle and that a new bridge would be
more visually pleasing and noted that the prominent families historically associated with the fruit
industry have not expressed interest in preservation of the Trestle.

After the close of the public hearing, the Commission expressed support for the City Landmark
designation. They noted that the trail connection would be achieved by either a retrofit of the
existing bridge or a replacement. They indicated that while additional maintenance costs may be
required for a retrofit of the trestle versus a new structure, this is true of all historic structures and
should not diminish the historic merits of the Trestle. They indicated that the Trestle reflects San
José’s history, and that San José should place more of an emphasis on preservation of its few
remaining historic structures.

Based on testimony provided during the public hearing and correspondence citing historic
research from members of the public at this hearing and to the DEIR, the Commission found that
the Trestle warranted City Landmark designation because it meets the following six criteria:
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1. Its character, interest or value as part of the local, regional, state or national history, heritage or
culture;

2. lts location as a site of a significant historic event;

3. lts identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the local, regional,
state or national culture and history;

4. 1ts exemplification of the cultural, economic, social or historic heritage of the city of San José;

5. Its portrayal of the environment of a group of people in an era of history characterized by a
distinctive architectural style; and

6. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen.

The Commission voted 6-0-1 (Schultz absent) to nominate the Trestle as a City Landmark based
on the above findings.

PUBLIC OUTREACH

Staff followed the public notification requirements of Section 13.48.110 of the San José
Municipal Code. A notice of this hearing appeared in a newspaper of general record at least 10
days prior to the hearing, a mailing of the notice to the property owner and occupants, and
posting the notification of the hearing along the frontage of the site. The staff report is also
posted on the City’s website. Staff has been available to respond to questions from the public.

COORDINATION

This memo was coordinated with the City Attorney’s Office.

CEQA

The Landmark designation is not considered a project under CEQA. Pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines Section 15378, a project means the whole of an action, which has a potential for
resulting in either a direct physical change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable
indirect physical change in the environment. The designation of the Los Gatos Creek Trestle as a
City Landmark in itself would not result in any physical changes to the structure; therefore,
would not have any direct or indirect physical change on the environment.

/s/
HARRY FREITAS, SECRETARY
Historic Landmarks

For questions please contact Sylvia Do, Division Manager, at (408) 535-7907
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SAN JOSE

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

File No. HL15-001

Application Type Historical Landmark Nomination for the Los
Gatos Creek Trestle

Location Former Western Pacific right-of-way between
Coe Avenue and Lonus Street

Zoning R-1-8 Single Family Residence, LI Light
Industrial

Council District 6

Historic Area No

Historic Classification No

Annexation Date October 31, 1936 (Willow Glen) and October 14,
1935 (SW Industrial District)

CEQA Not a project

APPLICATION SUMMARY:

Historical Landmark Nomination to designate the Los Gatos Creek Trestle (Trestle) as a
landmark of special historical, architectural, cultural, aesthetic or engineering interest or value of
an historic nature.

RECOMMENDATION:

Planning staff recommends that the Historic Landmarks Commission consider the available
information and decline to nominate the Trestle for City Landmark designation.

PROJECT DATA

GENERAL PLAN

General Plan Designation Light Industrial; Open Space, Parkland and Habitat;
Residential Neighborhood
[ ] Consistent [ ] Inconsistent DX] Not Applicable

SURROUNDING USES

General Plan Land Use | Zoning Existing Use
North Light Industrial LI Light Industrial Various Industrial
South Residential Neighborhood | R-1-8 Single-Family Single-Family Residence
Residence
East Open Space, Parkland and | R-1-8 Single-Family Los Gatos Creek
Habitat Residence
West Open Space, Parkland and | LI Light Industrial Los Gatos Creek
Habitat
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BACKGROUND AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Site Description

The Los Gatos Creek Trestle is located along the former Western Pacific Railroad right-of-way
approximately 200 feet south of Lonus Street. The Trestle, which was constructed in 1922, is an
open-deck pile-supported railroad trestle that has an overall length of approximately 210 feet and
is approximately 25 feet high at its tallest point. The Trestle is located within the western
alignment of the planned Three Creeks Trail.

Site location

Background

The western alignment of the Three Creeks Trail travels through the Willow Glen area of San
José. For context, the entire Three Creeks Trail is proposed to extend from Lonus Street (near the
Los Gatos Creek Trail), link to the future Guadalupe River Trail, link to the existing Highway
87, and extend to the Coyote Creek Trail (within Kelley Park). The trail system was identified in
the City’s Greenprint for Parks and Community Facilities and Programs in September 2000 and
continues to be referenced in the Greenprint’s 2009 update. The Envision San Jose 2040 General
Plan recognizes the trail system as part of the City’s 100-mile interconnected trail network and
generally defines an alignment through this area of the City. The entire trail system alignment is
indicated by maps found on the trail system’s web page at
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?nid=2883.

In 2004, the City completed an environmental impact assessment for the Los Gatos Creek Trail,
Reach 4 project, which at the time included a retrofit of the existing Los Gatos Creek Trestle.
The assessment was completed pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),
and consisted of an Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (Los Gatos Creek Trail,
Reach 4 IS/MND) (File No. PP04-01-014).


http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?nid=2883
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Subsequent to that action, the City further studied the potential to retrofit the Trestle as part of an
engineering study, which was completed in 2012. This document is available online at
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/11898. The study considered the condition of
the structure and determined the extent of a retrofit project would be much greater than
anticipated by previous engineering and environmental studies. Given the relative merits of a
retrofit versus a replacement project, the City decided to advance the replacement project. The
replacement bridge would be a free-span structure, leading to the removal of all obstructions
within the riparian channel. The City adopted a new Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration (City Project No. PP13-085) in January 2014. The Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration was the subject of legal action, which resulted in a July 2014 Superior Court ruling
that required preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR).

The Draft EIR was circulated for a public review and comment period from January 28, 2015 to
March 13, 2015. The Historic Landmarks Commission (Commission) commented on the Draft
EIR at their March 1, 2015 hearing. A letter containing the Commission’s comments was signed
by the Vice Chair and submitted to the City prior to the end of the comment period. A general
summary of the Commission’s comments is that the Commission believes that the historical
evaluation contained in the Draft EIR is inadequate and disagrees with its findings. The
Commission requested that the Director of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement bring the
Trestle back to the Commission for consideration to nominate the Trestle as a City Landmark or
other designation of local significance prior to final action on the Draft EIR.

The City has reviewed and prepared written responses to all comments received during the Draft
EIR comment period. The EIR text and associated technical reports have been updated as
necessary to address issues raised in the comments. A copy of the First Amendment to the Draft
EIR is attached to this report, which includes public comments, the response to the comments,
and the updated historical evaluation. This document is also posted on the Planning Division’s
website at http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?NID=2434.

City Landmark Nomination and Designation Process

The process for City Landmark nomination and designation is set forth in Part 2 of Chapter
13.48 of the San Jose Municipal Code. Any potentially historic structure may be nominated for
designation as a City Landmark by the property owner, the City Council, or the Historic
Landmarks Commission. A nomination by the Commission must be made at a duly noticed
public hearing. Should the Commission vote to nominate the Trestle as a City Landmark, the
Director of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement will set a public hearing before the City
Council for decision on the Commission recommendation, if any. If nominated, the City Council
would designate or decline to designate by resolution.

Pursuant to Section 13.84.100(H) of the San Jose Municipal Code, prior to nominating a
potentially historic property for designation as a City Landmark, the Commission must make the
following findings based on the evidence on file and considered during the hearing:

1. That the proposed landmark has special historical, architectural, cultural, aesthetic, or
engineering interest or value of a historical nature, and

2. That its designation as a Landmark conforms with the goals and policies of the General Plan.
The City Council is required to make the same finding for approval of a City Landmark

designation. The factors that may be considered in making that determination are discussed later
in this report.


http://www.sanjoseca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/11898
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ANALYSIS

At the direction of the Historic Landmarks Commission, the Director of Planning, Building and
Code Enforcement duly noticed the April 1, 2015 Commission hearing for consideration of the
City Landmark nomination for the Los Gatos Creek Trestle. The nomination hearing was
deferred at the April 1* hearing to the May 6, 2015 so that the First Amendment to the Draft EIR
would be available for the Commission to consider when making the decision whether or not to
nominate the structure. The proposed Landmark nomination has been analyzed with respect to
conformance with: 1) the Envision San Jose 2040 General Plan; and 2) the Historic Preservation
Ordinance.

Envision San José 2040 General Plan Conformance

Should the Commission and City Council find that the Trestle has special historical,
architectural, cultural, aesthetic, or engineering interest or value of an historical nature, the City
Landmark designation of the Trestle would conform to General Plan Goal LU-13, “to preserve
and enhance historic landmarks and districts in order to promote a greater sense of historic
awareness and community identity and contribute toward a sense of place.” Further, this
Landmark nomination process includes opportunity for public input and comment therefore
conforms to General Plan Policy LU-15.1: “Encourage widespread public participation in the
identification and designation of historically or culturally significant buildings structures, sites,
areas, and/or places to update and maintain the City’s Historic Resources Inventory”.

Historic Preservation Ordinance Conformance

A historic evaluation of the Trestle was prepared as part of the Draft EIR, and updated based on
information received through the EIR public comment process. Issues that were provided by the
public as part of the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (City Project No. PP13-085) in
January 2014, and scoping for the Draft EIR largely formed the basis for the research for the
historic evaluation. These issues are summarized in five categories below, followed by a brief
summary of the conclusions of the revised historic evaluation. Please refer to the attached
revised historic evaluation for more complete information:

1. Rarity of the Trestle and its importance as an example of a timber trestle bridge

Analysis: There are no public records available that catalog the exact number of railroad
bridges of this type in Santa Clara County, and conducting on-site surveys would require
trespassing onto railroad right of way. However, as stated in the historic analysis, the timber
trestle ““has been a mainstay of railroad bridge design since the earliest years of railroad
construction and operation, and remains so today”. Local historian Jean Dresden maintains
that there are eight existing trestles. However, this has not been independently verified as there
are no available public records of the number of timber rail trestle bridges in Santa Clara
County and the source for this information has not been provided. As discussed in the updated
historical evaluation, the Los Gatos Creek Trestle is a typical timber bent trestle that is neither
innovative nor unique, and, therefore does not rise to the level of significance for designation
as a City Landmark based on this category.
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2. Relationship to Fruit Industry in San Jose

Analysis: While there is no doubt that Western Pacific railroad was utilized as a means of
transportation for the fruit packing industry, it is only one part of many transportation
networks that served the industry. For the reasons stated in the revised historic evaluation,
the Trestle’s association with the industry is secondary at best; therefore, the Trestle does
not warrant City Landmark designation based on this category. The industry is represented
in San Jose by other directly related resources such as the packing plants, canneries and
related buildings. Many of these buildings are already designated as City Landmarks
(including but not limited to: HS92-79 - Pickle Factory Plant No.39; HS92-80 - Mariani
Building; HS92-94 - American Can Company Factory; HL05-154 - Cal Pak District
Manager's Office).

3. Relationship to the Grade Separation Movement

Analysis: The Trestle is not representative of the problem or solution related to the movement
to separate automobile and train traffic. Therefore, it does not warrant designation as a City
Landmark based on this topic. Examples of structures in San Jose that are directly
associated with the grade separation movement and that may warrant historic designation
are the various grade separations built with the realigned Southern Pacific tracks, such as
those nearby Diridon Station.

4. Relationship to the History of the Community of Willow Glen

Analysis: The Trestle pre-dates the incorporation of Willow Glen and is not associated with the
history of Willow Glen in any important way. The historical record shows that it was the
realignment of the Southern Pacific railroad, not the construction of the Western Pacific
railroad, that directly related in the incorporation of Willow Glen. Examples of railroad related
resources that are more closely associated with the history of Willow Glen as an independent
community are Diridon Station (City Landmark HL94-100) and the grade separations nearby
the station, which were specifically built for the realignment of the Southern Pacific line that
has a direct relationship with the incorporation of Willow Glen.

5. Relationship to the History of the Western Pacific Railroad and Western Pacific San Jose
Branch

Analysis: The historic context for the Western Pacific Railroad does not suggest that this trestle
is associated with its development in any important way. The trestle was one part of a larger
coordinated rail network and is a common form that is not related to any unique or difficult
crossing. The Trestle is a small, common component of a branch line of a much larger railway.

Pursuant to the Historic Preservation Ordinance (Municipal Code Chapter 13.48), the
Commission may consider, among other relevant factors, eight criteria in making the findings
that a proposed landmark has special historical, architectural, cultural, aesthetic, or engineering
interest or value of an historical nature. The Commission should use analysis contained in the
First Amendment to the Draft EIR to base their consideration of the criteria below. The criteria
are listed below.

1. Its character, interest or value as part of the local, regional, state or national history, heritage or
culture;

2. lIts location as a site of a significant historic event;
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3. lIts identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the local, regional,
state or national culture and history;

4. Its exemplification of the cultural, economic, social or historic heritage of the city of San José;

Its portrayal of the environment of a group of people in an era of history characterized by a
distinctive architectural style;

6. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen;

7. lts identification as the work of an architect or master builder whose individual work has
influenced the development of the city of San José;

8. Its embodiment of elements of architectural or engineering design, detail, materials or
craftsmanship which represents a significant architectural innovation or which is unigue.

Criteria 1, 2 and 4 relate to potential association with the fruit industry, the history of Willow
Glen, and the history of the Western Pacific Railroad. As discussed in the analysis above, the
evidence does not support a strong enough association with any of those topics to warrant City
Landmark designation. Criteria 6 and 8 relate to the rarity of the Trestle and its importance as
an example of a timber trestle bridge. The historic evaluation for the trestle shows that the timber
trestle bridge is a common form and this trestle is not a unique or rare example; therefore, the
evidence does not support City Landmark designation based on these criteria. There has been no
suggestion made that the Trestle is associated with persons who contributed to our history
(criterion 3), nor is there any indication that the Trestle portrays the environment of a group of
people in an era of history characterized by a distinctive architectural style (criterion 5), and
there is no evidence that the Trestle is the work of a master architect or builder (criterion 7).

Based on these criteria, the Trestle does not warrant City Landmark designation, therefore, staff
does not recommend that the Historic Landmarks Commission nominate the Trestle for City
Landmark designation.

Should the Commission vote to nominate the Trestle as a City Landmark based on the finding
that it has special historical, architectural, cultural, aesthetic or engineering interest of value of a
historical nature after consideration of the above listed criteria, the Director of Planning will
forward the Commission’s nomination to the City Council for consideration of a landmark
designation at a public hearing. The decision of the City Council to approve or disapprove the
City Landmark designation would take place prior to the City Council consideration of the
Environmental Impact Report for the Three Creeks Trail Pedestrian Bridge Project.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA)

The Landmark designation is not considered a project under CEQA. Pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines Section 15378, a project means the whole of an action, which has a potential for
resulting in either a direct physical change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable
indirect physical change in the environment. The designation of the Los Gatos Creek Trestle as a
City Landmark in itself would not result in any physical changes to the structure; therefore,
would not have any direct or indirect physical change on the environment.
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3 Petitions in support of WG Trestle -- PP 13-085

Martha Heinrichs <ichs@earthlink.net>

Men 5/4/2015 7:31 AM

5-6 comments
To:Davis, Martina <Martina.Davis@sanjoseca.gov>;

Ccinfo@wagtrestle.org <info@wgtrestle.org>;

Hello Martina,

Attached are 3 signed Petitions in support of the Retrofit Alternative in the DEIR of the Three Creeks Trail Bridge and also
supporting the Historic Landmarks Commission's nomination of the trestle for Landmark status. Please give copies to each of the
Commissioners before the HLC meeting on Wednesday, May 6th.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Thank you for your assistance.

Martha Heinrichs

ichs@earthlink.net

https:foutlook.office365.com/owalprojection.aspx 114
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SAVE THE WILLOW GLEN TRESTLE

To: The Honorable Mayor Liccardo and Members of the City Council:

We, the undersigned, support the saving and restoration of the
Willow Glen trestle, and ask that you select the “Retrofit Aiternative” in the
EIR of the Three Creeks Trail Bridge. Itis a San Jose treasure and played a
large part in our city’s history.

We also ask that you endorse the action by the Historic Landmarks
Commission to grant Landmark Status for the Willow Glen Trestle.
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illow Glen Trestle

Catherine Kilkenny <cgkilkenny@comcast.net>

Fri 5/1/2015 7:21 PM

5-6 comments
To:Davis, Martina <Martina.Davis@sanjoseca.govz,

ccCatherine Kilkenny <cgkilkenny@comecast.net>;

Please nominate the Willow Glen Trestle as a landmark!

Catherine Kilkenny & Doug Coffey
Willow Glen residents
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The Trestle in Willow Glen ( Willow Glen Trestle)

Milton Chris Carris <mmiltcaris@aol.com>

Fri 5/1/2015 10:03 AM

5-6 comments

To:Davis, Martina <Martina.Davis@sanjoseca.govs;

To Martina Davis:

The very fact that the trestle was built is a testimony to the
earliest requirements for solutions to not only transportation but
getting serious

"PRODUCT TONAGE", in this case raw fruit into the canneries
and finished canned and dried fruit out of the canneries. But let's
not forget that there were also people moved as a convenience
in coaches as well.

The effort was by people who worked, mostly all of their lives,
either on the ranches or in the canneries or both. This effort
provided product in both peace time and in desperate times of
war. Yes, there were trucks used, small, mostly ton and a half
flatbeds, Fords, Internationals, Dodges, and some no longer
made. Diamond Reo, Mack and others that were more like the
horse drawn wagons used only perhaps ten years before
railroads came. The trucks were used to move the fruit out of the
fields to the canneries or railroad, not long hauls like the
railroads. Trucks were short movers and deliveries and did not
carry much.

https://outlook officedB5.com/owalprojection.aspx 113
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it will be remembered for much longer. The trestle has been
there a long time and will last just as long, if cared for, in fact
longer than a new steel and concrete structure, that will only
invite graffiti taggers on its surfaces. The trestle is a historical
record how people of the railroad, canneries, ranches, businesses
all came together to support the rest of the country and world,
not just to allow some walkers and bicyclist cross a little seasonal
stream.

If the City Council of San Jose allows the destruction of the
Willow Glen Trestle, the shame is on you. You care nothing about
history, nor the people who agreed to support and build the
trestle in the first place. I lived amongst those people for 62 years
and they deserve to be remembered by the very structures they
left for their descendants to use and enjoy.

Sincerely,

Milton Chris Carris, former owner of the Willow Glen Coffee
Roasting Company
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5/5/2015 Trestle- Davis, Martina

Trestle

Pete Anderson <petesfloorswd@gmail.com>

Wed 4/29/2015 10:12 PM

5-6 camments

To:Davis, Martina <Martina.Davis@sanjoseca.govs;

Hello,
I cannot attend the meeting. I would like to see the trestle become a historic landmark.

It is a practical alternative to a modern, ugly cement bridge.

Thank you, Pete Anderson
265 N. 13th 95112
Resident District #3

https:/foutlook.office365.com/owalprojection.aspx
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5/5/2015 Unrtitled - Davis, Martina

Untitled

Wynn Barnes <wynnpaints2@yahoo.com>

Wed 4/29/2015 8:49 PM

5-6 comments

To:Davis, Martina <Martina.Davis@sanjoseca.govs;

| wish they would just retrofit Its cheaper an makes more sense. Wynn Barnes

htips:/foutlook office365.com/fowalprojection.as px

7






5/5/2015

4.
5.
6.

FW: Willow Glen Trestle - Historic Status, again - Davis, Martina

that era.

Willow Glen would not have been incorporated without the canning industry and the Trestle’s role in facilitating
the fruit shipments.

It is associated with the proud canning history of Santa Clara County.

It represents one of the few remaining railroad bridges of its kind.

It is beautiful and it is a wonderful addition to the trail system!

To make such a decision, the newly formed 2015 SJ Landmarks Commission would need time to make a considered
decision from an historical perspective. As you probably know, the previous SJLC was not allowed to make a
recommendation at all — but they stated that if they were, they would support retaining it rather than destroying it. To
be frank, | feel that allowing politics to dictate such a decision is reprehensible. Please give the Trestle some ‘due
process’ rather than tossing it into a landfill.

Thank you,
Peggy White
Willow Glen resident
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From: Laura Levin <laura.levin@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 11:13 PM

To: Davis, Martina

Subject: Willow Glen Trestle

To: The Historic Landmarks Commission

I am writing to urge the Commission to vote to nominate the Willow Glen Trestle as a historic
landmark. The trestle is an imposing structure that evokes thoughts and feelings of a bygone era
in and around San Jose. Its massive timber is the product of the once-thriving logging industry
nearby. The reason for its existence, as transportation for the fruit packing industry, reminds us
that San Jose and its surroundings were once known as the Valley of the Heart's Delight.

Several years ago, friends and I were walking the back streets of Willow Glen and came upon the
trestle for the first time. I still remember the surprise and awe I felt, seeing it spanning the creek,
bordered by lush foliage. It looked as though it had been there for a century, and as I walked the
length of it, I felt a sense of its permanence.

I sincerely hope the Willow Glen Trestle will survive and assume its new role as a special
component of the Three Creeks Trail. Please vote for its nomination for landmark status. Thank
you for your consideration.

Respectfully,
Laura Levin



Historic Landmarks Commission
San Jose City Hall

200 East Santa Clara Street

San Jose Ca 95113

May 6, 2015
Re: Los Gatos Creek Trestle
Dear Commissioners,

| am writing today to ask you to vote in favor of designating the Los Gatos Creek
Trestle as a Historic Landmark in San Jose.

As a life-long San Jose resident, | have witnessed the transformation of Santa Clara
County from the Valley of Heart’s Delight, where orchards dominated the
landscape, to the Valley of Innovation and Opportunity, where we invent the next
best thing.

We should be proud of where we have come as a community and a region. But we
also need to respect our past and preserve our history. That’s why I am
recommending that the San Jose City Council reconsider its decision to demolish
the Willow Glen Train Trestle and choose the option to retrofit the 94-year-old
structure to serve as the bridge connecting the Three Creeks Trail to the Los Gatos
Creek Trail.

| believe that the Draft Environmental Impact Report is flawed in a number of
areas, not the least of which is the assessment that the train trestle is not historic.
Built by the Western Pacific Railroad in 1921, the trestle served as a bridge for
freight trains that carried products from the nearby canneries, including the Del
Monte Corporation. The fruit packing industry is a big part of San Jose’s past, and
this trestle is only one of three remaining in San Jose.

The Santa Clara County Historical Heritage Commission, chaired by local
historian April Halberstadt, also supports preserving the trestle.

| am writing this letter as an individual member of the Santa Clara County Board
of Supervisors. However, last year the Board of Supervisors did direct staff to
work with the City on alternatives to demolition.



The County is also one of the funding partners of the Three Creeks Trail project,
contributing $2 million of the Park Charter Fund in 2010 for acquisition of the
trail’s western alignment from Lonus Street to Minnesota Avenue and has
committed $1 million toward the future acquisition of the eastern alignment, east
of Highway 87 to Kelley Park.

Over the years, we’ve lost so many of our history buildings and relics of the past.
Please don’t let the Willow Glen Train Trestle be another loss to the City of San
Jose.

Sincerely,

Dave Cortese

Sincerely,

Dave Cortese

President, Board of Supervisors
Santa Clara County
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